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Ihe Strength to Stay 




^ in Bed 

Jj LATE LAMENTED Bonar 

■ t 1^ ^ Thcsmpson once said 'I don't see 

■ fl a man should go out to work whiht 

1 M.he has the strength to stay in bed,’ This 

2 / 1 prafound wisdom has apparently never 
B I i hltened down to the depths where Lord 

Robens. the Chairman of the Coal 
I Board dwells, still less has it penetrated 
*' the murky insanitary deeps where the 
Financial Times wallows in its captialislic 
* mire, 

]J The Financial Times carries a darion 

. call for a leader-heading 'Why Bother 
r to Work?'—a message which is not lost 
on those who have business in the city, 
whose principle occupation Is transferring 
^ pieces of paper from one holder to an¬ 

other. But the message is meant as a 
reproof from Lord Robe ns for those 
wicked absentee miners who arc sabotag¬ 
ing the national economy by Absenteeism. 

The ‘FT’ deplores the unwillingness 
of miners to go down the pits. Anyone 
who has spent a backbreaking day hew¬ 
ing dividends out of an industry, 
shovelling debentures and preference 
shares on to a conveyor bclL humping 
great chunks of bullion from the vaults, 
^cvicA ihc -Hirers thdr-reiative Jivcf of 
ease. The terrible accident rate of those 
caught ^ort without their collaieraL the 
ominous overhead creakings of bank¬ 
ruptcies and windifig-up, and the 
hammering on the door of the Exchange, 
wreak havoc in an accident-prone City, 


or rather, wants, through advertising. 

But can wc pay people enough to go 
down the mine? As the "FT’ comments* 
‘Ail over Europe it is becoming increas¬ 
ingly difficult to persuade men to go 
down the mines, clear garbage, tlrive 
public transport, or do the dirtier and 
more unpleasant factory fobs/ Hi ere 
comes a point* in nursing, in the mines, 
or in the police force (although this job 
has other compensations) when the wages 
alone, especially in a society where 
labour is in shon supply, cannot supply 
sufficient incentive. Increasing mecha¬ 
nization, do-it-yourself devices, .self-ser¬ 
vice have, in many industries, filled the 
labour gap but where the job is 
especialiy onerous, dangerous, or poorly- 
j^id. or all three, as in mining, exhorta-j 
lions must be tried, appeals to loyalty 
and patriotism musL be plugged, or, in 
final dcsi»raiioti, higher wages must be 
offered with bonuses for production. All 
these have been tried with mining but 
to no avail, iabour-powci, as the ‘FF 
says ‘votes with its feet'. Especially in 
view of the fact that in certain sections 
of the Coal Board's areas pits are being 
dosed and miners are being made 
redundant 

For that we coal-users should rejoice 
but why at the other end of Ihe country 
should be deplore absenteeism when the 
ultimate intcnifon of automation is to do 
away with human labour altogether? 
Sur^yjUbt? 'he very place w 

start this process. Where there is the 
maximum of din, indignity and danger, 
the man who has the sircngih to stay in 
bed (on full pay of course) merely anti¬ 
cipates the blessings of automation. 

Jack Roetnson. 


PVER SINCE pier, 

^ the State has trying its 

hardevi to nail sofB® luc saboteurs 
carrying out dee<ls , defiance in 
the name of Scots 

it has linally succe«^^d jn spile of 
its bungling incom¬ 

petence. 

On January 7 at ^tboui 9 o'clock 
four SAW supporters (Comrades 
Eli^abcih Smith, Mitchell and 

two others) made ib^ir way back to 
Port lei hen Civil Defence HQ. The 
previous raids had been hasty and 
ihey wanted lo do a thorough search 
and also render bloody place 

useless. 

The entry w'as very diHiculi, more 
so because the drill broke, but 
finally the boll of a cast-iron grille 
was sawm through, and the lock of 
the door behind sawn off. Before 
the entry at aboul 10.20, the cables 
to the radio mast were cut. 

Inside various good maps of in- 
slallaiions w^erc found but ihe filing 
cabinets (to w'hich they had the 
keys), were practically empty. 

The radio and fclephonc equip- 
mcni were (hen put oui of order, 
and one of the telephones must have 
set ofT an alarm* for they were sur¬ 
rounded after about hal^an-hour 
heading for Aberdeen by a back 
road. Two police cars drew up 
and what followed convinced the 
four that they must eventually 
triumph over the Stale* because, 
Christ, they’re stupid. There they 
were wilh sacks of tools and stolen 
maps, in the dead of night, four 
I suspicious characters* and they 
only ^ took their names, saying 
[ there*d been an incident back on 
f the road, then ihey drove otT When 
they were seen coming back 10 
minutes laler* the SAW people 
managed to hide a good part of the 
stuff before being driven to Bucks- 
burn Couniy Police HQ. There 
efficiency reigned supreme once 
more. 

The accused were sent to different 
rooms and Iain Milchefl tells me 
he had lime to staff the keys to 
PorllcUien. which ttey had got dur- 
ing incri minu t in g 

evidence up a ventilator. They were 
then ^interrogated* for a couple of 
hours. 

1 must however make one thing 


Lord Robens has hii supporters in the 
Qty ji> deploring the labour turnover, 
the necessity of employing twice as many 
craftsfTien as necessary owing to labour 
wastage, the long week-end, the sickness 
rate, the coincidence of riiics in welfare 
benefit and Involuntary absenteeism'. 

The 'FT graciously concedes that 
‘mming h sull a hazardous occupation' 
-—it was pointed out in the Daily Worker 
fhst week, that it was more hazardous 
I than the police force about which a 
t great brou-ha-ha was being made. Any- 
jjonc who has been anywhere near a pit* 
met a miner* or ha^ a scrap of imagina¬ 
tion, can fully understand why this 
absenieeisJti so. and should be fully 
determined that no man should be asked 
to risk life and health as a miner and 
that the tooner alt pits are dosed or 
completely automateil the better. 

Meanwhile, Lord Robens has dis¬ 
covered the surprising fact that, in certain 
circumalances, a miner can earn more 
by sl.iying at home, certiriably rick, than 
by working. As the 'FT asluidy 
observes, 'Either the bene fill arc too high 
or the wages loo low, and as Jong 
the preseni fekiUonshtp between them 
eortunues rickness will rise among the 
miners.' But this is only part of the 
reason why they stay at home Every 
now and again one of our guardians of 
public morality (and pur^^cs) finds out 
that Kome poor wight has discovered 
he can earn more by not working than 
by working. The response of the 'Daily 
Excesses’ of this world f% to inriu that 
publk assistance be cul down rather than 
that private industry (or even publicly 
owned ittduslrics) relate inconre to needs 
rather than to sorrK cxrncept of margjnul 
utMity or whatever il i% that serves (he 
profii moiive. 

By some foul mischance, (he f abiiin- 
minded welfare nUite (even in the ditys 
of the Means Test) related the meugre 
doles they dished out (o human needs. 
Private and public industry are, in these 
afftueni days, way behind keeping up 
wilh human needs especially rince they 
do all ihey can to expand human needs, 


ANARCHY 60 


PATRIOTISM DOES NOT PAY 


mHE RAILWAYS in this country arc 

^ practically finished. It has been 
admitted that a man working on the 
railway can* if he has more than one 
child, get more rnoney on the dole than 
he can by working his normal hours. 
Of course the men have been making 
their money up by working overtime, 
but with the industry running down this, 
in many cases, is no longer possible as 
there just isn’t the work to go round. 

The railways arc slowly grinding to a 
halt. Tile service is ineflicient (it’s somc- 
limes quicker to lake a parcel on loot 
than it is to send it by rail as parcels 
have been known to take as long as nine 
weeks lo travel a couple of hundred 
mi Ics), the men are fe d up and a re 
drifting away into jobs that pay better 
and are more satisfying to do. Abuse 
Is heaped on the men who stay on—by 
the public. wJio suFer inconvenience, 
and tlie officials who say that the industry 
must make a profit and thal Ihe men 
are Mboiaging the job. 

Kings Crobi, once a huge thriving 
goods dcpol, h slowly ninning down, 
only the fish coming down from Scotland 
and the North keeps Ihe riiition going 
Why is it (hut* with road traffic l>cina 
bogged down by jams thul wilt gel pro- 
gresrivdy worse as iraffic increases, the 
railway-^ cannot hold ihcir own. 

A GfMlD JOB 

Once upon a time the railways were 
a job (u get if you could, u regular jub. 
done by men who took some pride in 
fheir work and were cflicienl lo a degree 
totally unknown today. The railways 
in Britain were Ihc finest in itie world. 

I hen (he war came. Many of the men 
lefi the job as they were calicU up for 
military service and their place was taken 
by women and older men. The war was 
on, everyone was very palriulic, especially 
those on the railways, They were good 
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workers, the kind that bosses like. They 
never went on strike, that would have 
been a wicked betrayal of our boys who 
were fighting at the front. 

Other workers tn other industries were 
not so patriotic, they worked harder and 
they wanted more for their work, but 
not on the railways. The dockers myiht 
strike, the miners might strike, but the 
railways carried on. they did not Id the 
country down in its hour of need. Let 
others be greedy and lazy, they were of 
sterner stuff. 

When the men came home victorious 
from the wars they found that things 
had not changed much (as regards 
wages) as far as the railways were con¬ 
cerned* but they had in other industries. 
So a railwayman’s wages would not go 
as far as they did before the war. The 
Ijibour Party (a party of ihc working 
clais) were in power and they had 
nationalised the railways. This parly 
appealed for unity, and although the 
wages of the rail way men were far below 
national average (so far below that they 
were no longer counied with the others, 
as ihii would have brought the average 
down to a much lower level) they 
heeded the call. They never wen I on 
strike like oihcr more selfish workers 
and for thU (hey reaped ilic true reward 
Iliat comes 10 all workers who w;iil lor 
their boss to be kindi poverty. 

MEN HI GAN Kl I I AVL 
Jlie old railwayn*i3t* bcHUn to Jeavc. 
many of them going die pt^st olHce. 
It was of liule use staying as by now it 
was nbvious that thinBs could only gel 
worse. They were replaced hy men who 
knew nolhtng about the railways, and 
eared even less (and who can blame them 
for thdf wages were had and iheir con¬ 
ditions worse). Vou cannot expect men 
Ui do 11 job well if »ve them 

Ihe means lo get Iht^ things (hui ihey 
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Abeideen 
Anarchists 
on Trial 


clear. There was? no violence* there 
were no threats. New police 
methods yon see* take a long imie 
to get to this part of ihe country. 
The detectives were quire go.id 
mannies and one of ihem was nearly 
convened lo Anarchi^im, 

The impression they gave was 
that they watched ‘Z-Can* too 
much.—'Ever been in trouble be¬ 
fore?' 'No/ 'You’re fn big trouble 
now’ and 'Listen* FII come clean 
with you’ also ‘1 make no deals . . .’ 
and 7 give the orders around here’. 

They ajjked I hem to confess, say¬ 
ing it would go easier. But they 
didn’t appreciate the humour of ihe 
suggestion that the sackful of tools 
and maps plus the fact thai ihe 
SAW agents were there at ihe Lime, 
were only circumstainial evidence. 

Finally they were charged wilh 
'ihcft by housebreaking’ and ’mali¬ 
cious damage of property to the 
value of £750, belonging to the 
Scouish Home and Health Depart¬ 
ment'. What the hell have these 
pi aces to do with h om e.s and 
health! 

Tlpy appeared in Stonehaven 
Sheriff Court on Saturday and 
pleaded guilty* then were remanded 
for background reports. The sen¬ 
tence is on January 19 at 10.30 a.m. 

When the accused got their pro¬ 
perty back they found that pro¬ 
posed leaflets* etc,* for the Scottish 
Easier YCND demonsiration had 
been taken and also letters and an 


want from life, can you? As the job 
became more and more of a muddle, 
and got worse and worse, more and more 
of the pre war railwaymen went lo find 
belter jobs. The attitude of those That 
remained was one of bitterness as more 
and more abuse was burled at (he rail¬ 
ways by all and sundry, it liecame* in 
fact, almost a national sport. 

Then came the era of Doctor Becchim? 
who was paid many thousands of pounds 
a year for brilliant ideas like closing 
down all the lines that don’t make a 
profit. He was given two years to make 
The railways pay, and the men who were 
under him (the scrubbers) girded up 
their loins and swore that he would be 
a failure. He was; the men made sure 
of this. It was of no use striking now 
as very few people cared if they did, 
buL they could take their money and 
give as little as possible for iL Manu¬ 
facturers were using the railways less and 
less, they couldn't stand the delays, the 
fares were rocketing to tmthought-of 
heights* It was now quicker to go almost 
anywhere by car* and cheaper too! The 
Unions were worse than useless, and 
even if by a miracle they suddenly be- 
rame miliiani it would be too late as 
they have no real blackmailing ptjwer 
any more. The shuaiion on the railways 
is going Ut get worse, and the solution 
Is not ca.sy lo find for things have gone 
too far. 

A SERVK K 

If Ihc railways were run hs a public 
service it would not make the fares any 
cheaper for they would have to be paid 
by increased taxation. It would mean 
having a tola My new aihtude to the job* 
and could the men take up this altitude 
now after all the ridicule and bad condi¬ 
tions they have had to endure for ages. 
Also if the niJlwsiys were run ax a service 
under any govcmmeni dopitrlmenl, 
money would be thrown away like 
Wilier. Inefficiency seems to be a \rerliun' 
purl of nalionaUsnlinn. possibly because 
c,x-gcncrnls and cijmpany dircctor.-i are 
always pul in charge (at Jensi they arc 
on the railway). 

But the main reason (as I see il) that 
this chaos has occurred, h that the 
unions did not keep the wages of the 
railway workers up to the nation a! level 


Aberdcc'n YCND agenda. ’ I his/ 
one of Ihe polite .said, Ms a free 
couniry’. There was nothing im- 
pcrtuiu taken, so good luck and 
many worried sleepless nights to 
them. 

The aexused expect to gel off with 
a heavy fme as il is their lirsi offence, 
and donations should be sent to: 
Forbes Browme* 20 Mount Sirc^u 
Aberdeen. 

Just before this article was 
written. I was reading Ihe piece in 
FRfiEixiM (8.L66) aboul the TA’s 
role in u nuclear war. li is from 
places such as Pori let hen lhal the 
orders for such airocilics will be 
sent out, and these people from 
Aberdeen have put ii out of acUon 
for a long time. 

Until ihe day when the people 
go out and bury those places for 
ever* we hope that other groups of 
Anarchists will follow this example 
and do U for them. 

SrOlS CORRESI^ONDENT. 

Eniiioria! comment is on 3. 


STOP PRESS 

Two adults fined £120 each. 
•luvanUes—one £50 fine and 
one 2 years probation. 
Appeal being lodged. 

Funds necessary. 


and 50 lost all the best men. This 
(coupled with the fact that the railway 
stock was allowed to depreciate during 
the war)* is the reason why wc are alt 
in this pickle. Patriotism does not pay. 
as can be shown from this article. If 
the railway workers had used their 
power when they had some we might 
have had a railway system today that 
was still some use* The public never 
hud any sympathy* and now has no 
railways. For they are so expensive to 
go on that ifs almost the rich man's 
way of travelling today. What price 
nationalisation now? 

THE ANARCHIST ALTERNATIVE 

But do the anarchists have an alterna¬ 
tive to the confusion on the railways 
and public transport system under a 
capitajist system? 

Yes they do. The anarchist believes 
in aiming for a society in which public 
transport will be free. The men who 
work on the railways would get their 
wages in kind. They would have free 
access lo the goods in that society, as 
would all other people. They would 
not be under-privileged because thdr 
industry did not make a profit* for the 
ideas of profit and loss would be ridi¬ 
culous in El society where Ihe wage 
system w'as abolished and men worked 
for their own good and the good of all. 
The railways w^ould be under the direct 
control of Ihe men who ran them, the 
railway workers in fact. This is rent 
democracy in industry* not highly paid 
jobs for boys who don't know their jobs. 
Of course this cannot be achieved in a 
day. Firstly the meri must get control 
of their union, they must link up wilh 
the unions in the other irnnspori indUB^ 
Irks and* when there is bolher. they 
must stand by each other. They must 
have as their aim workers' control of 
industry. They must uliimatdy aim at 
taking over the industry to run il for tho 
public as a sorvtce. and they should 
receive ns they do this, the things they 
need in life from others in that society, 
ns a service too. Until somelhing of 
this sort is achieved chaos will continue 
to be the order of ihe day, and the poor 
railwaymen will continue (o ‘lake it' from 
all and sundry. 

JAtstF. 


















books? 


We can eupply 
any beak in print 


NKW BOOKS 

The New Face of Sortel Totalitarianism 

A, B, Uittiii 15/^ 


RF,PRINTS AND CHFAP EDITIONS 
The White Devil John Webster 9/6 
Tile Hamlet William Faulkner 25h 

The Mansion WilJiam Faulkner 21/- 

Tbe Town Wrlliam Faulkner Zl/“ 


SECONDHAND 

Memoirs of a British Agent, R. H. Bruce 
Lockhart 4/-; The Stor> of My Hciirtf 
Richard JefTcrics 3/-; i.and Reclamafion^ 
R J O. Trisi 4/-; The English Middle 
CtiKses, Roy Lewis and Angus Maude 
10/6: Friendship^'s Odyssey, Fran^oise 
DeJisIe 15/-; New Road No. 4, Silonc, 
Petts 3/6; New Road 1^5, Comfort, 
Read. etc. 4/6; PcMiraii of a Genius 
But , 4 . (D.H-L3. Richard Aldington 5/-; 
The Russian Enigma, .Anton Oliga 5/-; 
TraveIJmg Loaded, Ron Berr> 3/6; 
Heavenly Discaurse, Charles Erskinc 
Scott Wood 7/6: Commonseitse and 
Morality, Ethel Mannin 4/-; The Great 
French Revolution, (in Russian 1914) 
Peter Kropotkin 6/-: TTie Devil al the 
Long Bridge, Riccardo Baccbelli 6/6; The 
Red One, Jack London 3/6; The Law¬ 
breaker (1933). E. Roy Calvcn 4/-; Rebels 
and Reformers, Arthur and Dorothea 
Ponsonby 3/-; Superstition and Society, 
Roger Moncy-Kyrie 4/6; The Old Wives* 
Tale, Arnold Bennett 4/-; The First 
Workers’ Government, G. R, Mifcbison 
5/*: Guilt} Men 1957, Michael Fool and 
Mervyn Jones 4/-; Smooldering Freedom, 
Isabel dc Palencja 3/6; On Fduofion, 
Bertrand Russell 3'6, 


Fraedam Baokehop 

<0^ 1 teQri 

M Thmwttn 

!• —9 P.A 

17a MAXWELL ROAt 
FULHAM SWfi Tel: REN 373S 



FREEDOM PRESS 
PUBUCMTidRS 


ELECTIONS FROM FREEDOM 
Vot 2 J952: Postacnpi to Poatenty 
Vol J 1953: Colonialiwii ju Ttiai 
Voi 4 1954: Ijving on a Volcano 
Vol S 1955: The Immoral 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waicn 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik bra 
Vol B 1958: Sodabsni in a Wheelchatr 
Vol 9 1959: Ptint. Pre^^ji & Public 
•'ol 10 I96fi; T'h^ 1 rapedV of Africa 
VoJ M 19*>l- The People irt the Strcci 
Vol 12 ]%2' Pilkingi on v, Beech me 
Vol 13 1963: Force* of Law and Order 

Each votu/ne paper 7;6 doth jn/6 
The paper edition of the Selectioui -* 
available to reader* of FREEDOM 
J S/6 post free. 


VERNON RICHARDS 

MtlAloOLh: Hii Lift and Ideas 
cloth 21/-; p«p«r 10/6. 


E. MALATIUi'l A 

Aoueby Pftpei 1/- 


rROUDHON 

Wbil is Property? cloth 42/- 


AUEXANDER IFJIKMAN 
^BC of Aokxcbiifn (uper 1/i 



Ottr New FurJt Ctirrtypomit'fit writes-, 

rpHURSDAV EVENING,. December 
^ 23, 1 set out for Hera Id S<jutii c to 

join a demon si ration npainsl the govcrti- 
meni's plans to bomb Hanoh Haiphong, 
and dami and dykes in North Victnjnn. 
En route 1 diiicovercd n rather cmhEirrws*- 
ing object in ray otial poekci^-'B Swiss 
Army knife. This is hardly standard 
equipmeni for pnerfints. hut it really 
wasn't jnicTtdcd for peace itnyway Tt 
was for Christmnsl The day before I 
had taken some wine to a Chritiinius 
party and had brought the knife along 
because i1 cofitnins u corkscrew. Frankly 
1 was much less concerned abmil ethical 
pifiradoxc'i than with Ihc pro.spcct of a 
concealed wenpons charge if we all got 
busied. At least Donald Rooum luid 
inone brains than to bring hh own brick. 

The deraonstratlcin itself quickly 
degenerated into a rather enjoyable chaos. 
It had originally been called by u 
number of individuals nitlicr than organi- 
zalions. but every sign I saw had an 
organriafior name under the slogan— 
either Spartieisi or YoiUb Against War 
and Fascism. These are two groups of 
Trotskyisi/Maoist hue which have been 
protesting about Vieinnra long before 
any of the peace organi;KatiQns. Despite 
their seniority in this field, however, T 
won't carry any of their official signs 
(even if I agree with its text) because 1 
don't agree with their principles. There¬ 
fore I confined my cfforlx to walking in 
circular, but empty-handed, solidarity. 

At first glance none of the signs 
seemed objectionable: Slop the War 
Against Vietnam: Bring the GFs Home 
Now: Peace on Earth/Don’t Bomb 
Hanoi: Vietnam for ihc Vietnam Revo¬ 
lution/No Negotiations; and Vietnam— 
Watts/It’s the Same Struggle. Neverthe¬ 
less I would have felt more at home had 
I seen a straight-forward patilist position 
represented there. 

A few minutes later when some other 
signs were pointed out to me 1 decided 
that 1 didn't belong there at all One 


TT IS A cherished belief of we, the 
**■ lumpcnproleiariat, that the censorship 
of the arts h a class weapon used by 
those in authority to emphasise and 
enforce the gap between Them and Us. 

T, and I am of that lumpen proletariat, 
have always been vocal in spreading and 
denouncing this pesulcnl aspect of the 
class war. But we believed that bridge¬ 
heads iracJ been won In ThK comic war 
and the days when the oafish police 
could raid a Bond Street gallery and 
walk olT with the paintings of D. H. 
Lawrence could never happen again in 
our lifetime, for we believed that only 
the seaside comic posictirds could be 
marred by the sweaty fingers of the Law. 
The I9ih century wits and the 20tb 
century drolls could be publicly sold 
providing they were in hardback and 
beyond the reach of the pockets of the 
mass of the people and only the paper¬ 
back and the poetry magazine need fear 
the persecution of the Law, so we 
believed. 

Dreams, little comrades, dreams, for 
in their subservience and fear of the 
Law the cultural haut monde ure as 
fearful of their safety as we who are 
I heir slum tenants and iheir factory 
fodder. Some years ago the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, that fearless rear¬ 
guard of our native culture, decided to 
exhibit the works of the German painter 
Hans Bellmer bul that exhibition 
mysteriously came to naught. 

The Robert Fraser Gallery al 69 Duke 
Street, W.i, feeling thal now ihe climate 
of cultural freedom was favourable for 
the dedicated monied minorities, decided 
to ^►how Bellmer’s work. And then il 
happened. The printers refused to print 
the catalogues or the posters and the 
gallery, holding a dry finger up to the 
wet wind, quietly curled up and died as 


ffemeniberme to Herald Sguare 


read Military Aid Vietnam 

Ijbemiion Front; ^ovrei Nuclear 

Shield Mum Cover China iind North 
Vietnam: but ibt wa.^, 

Russm—Give the H Bomb to Hanoi and 
Fcking. with the jutinc text on The back 
in Riinsian!! Ar^y way want to look 
nt it, this was a suipt^l fucking sign, and 
it wasn't helping anybody. 1 miw one 
pacifist I know vainly trying to gel 
through to Ihc idiol fi^Hiniing it that it 
was I he worst thing going for 

us. bill the dumb stud wouldn’t budge. 
Hh position was ihat be wanted nil the 
piissing patriots to re Heel on how they'd 
feel if the bomb was tm ihc other foot, 
so to speak. Unfortunately it's all too 
obvious what w:>uld happen if North 
Vietnam ever got its hands on the bomb, 
and in view of how the LfS has been 
ireating them of late, the vapour par- 
licles that u.sed to be me couldn't very 
well blame them. 

1 finally decided that this was loo 
much of a compromise to stomach, so I 
dissociated myself from the group and 
merely loiiercd around at one end of 
Ihc demonsinnioR area. The next thing 
I knew, a big banner appeared out of 
the blue, like a Godwin cx maebina, 
announcing that ihc US should get out 
of Vietnam, immediately and uncondi¬ 
tionally, by request of the New York 
Fedcraliori of Anarchists, who promptly 
began dislribuiing (heir own Icaficts 
(reprinted in Iasi issue). I bad never 
before heard of this group, and knew 
only one of its people, but it was love 
at first sight. 

Subsequently about 25 pacifisis and/or 
anarchisIsS set up their own picket line 
on a tangent to the main body. The 
latter, by this time, were marching in 
rhythm to: *Hcy. Hey. LBJ. How many 
kids did we kill today?' Albeit the 


hideous inilh, this is far from Ihe most 
eficclive public relations approach. In 
our own group an anarchist friend of 
long standing hastily lettered a sign on 
(he back of a YAWP placard Complete 
with drawing of an anarchist flag it 
read: Disiwlve the State/Srak the Ship/ 
Down With All Gxjvcrnmcnts/End the 
Bomb. Thus equipped, our cemlingeni 
tried to offset the larger group'* chant 
of, *2 . , . 4 , . 6 . . . fi . . . we 
want a workers' stale', with the more 
logical, '2 . . . 4 . . , 6 , . , 8 . , , 
wc don't want any stale'. 

At this juncture an elderly Indy 
approached our demonstration and asked 
where all the young anarchists were 
keeping themselves these day*. She 
explained that she used to work with 
Emma Goldman years ago. T answered 
the way any anarchist with red and black 
blood in his veins would: 1 threw my 
arms around her and kissed her. There 
ensued a brief discussion of the merit* 
of Prince P, her persona! favourite, 
FTRLDS, FACTORIES, AND WORK* 
SHOPS was my bible.' she informed me. 
She was given a Few addresses and left. 

incidenmily 1 would probably have 
coltapsed in ecstasy over this encounter 
bu( for the fact that il put me in mind 
of an even wilder coincidence: About 
a year ago 1 hailed a taxi at 3 a.m. out¬ 
side my apartment and requested to be 
driven to the Main Porii Office and back. 
F was trying to get some anarchist 
material off to London as rapidly as 
possible. In conversalion it came out 
that the cab driver had been born in the 
London home of Peter K ropotkin! And 
there was mor^—as if more was needed 
—he had known Alexander Berk man 
quite well. Indeed he bad received the 
last letter Berkman wrote before com¬ 
mitting suicide. He also knew a number 


of other anarchists including ibe Rockers, 
and was still quite friendly with Rudolfi 
son Fermin. However even this coinci¬ 
dence is dwarfed by the chance meeting 
in Boston between Bakunin, newly 
escaped from Siberia, and the former 
officer who had commanded the guard 
detach me nt which had escorted him to 
prison. 

Back in Hcndd Square a century later, 
our beautifully manic little protest was 
now being contaminated by a reactionary 
intcTloper with a sign plugging both Ihe 
Pope and the UN. Obviously with such 
a lousy choice as that, the only thing to 
do is go limp. As a friend and I con¬ 
cluded. ifs hardly possible to maintain 
doctrinal purity in these troubled times 
unless one's activities arc limited to 
masturbaiing in non-violent solitude. 

After the demonstration, accompanied 
by my friend with the 'Dissolve the 
Slate' sign. 1 strolled into a bar at random 
and made ihe final discovery of the 
evening—the only suitable climax to 
Swiss Army knives, new anarchist federa¬ 
tions, and old Emma Goldman comrades 
—to wit, Whithreads! After nearly 10 
years in New York this is only the 
second place Tve found that serves 
British pale ale, and the other charges 
$1 per bottle. 

in keeping with all else, what I had 
been enjoying most that evening ulti¬ 
mately turned out to be a inistake. Inter¬ 
mittently. and particularly after each of 
of my discoveries, I had chuckled and pri¬ 
vately ref!ecled: 'The best part of this 
whole scene is that it's Lilian Wolfe's 90th 
birthday. What n trcmendou.s com¬ 
memoration/ Two weeks later this wist¬ 
ful recollection turned to ashes when I 
found out that her birthday had been the 
day before. Well, that's the way it 
goes . . . you can't win them alL 


ROUND THE GALLERIES 


far as this particular exhibition was con¬ 
cerned. Robert Vlclville, who has his 
car to the vaults pf the art world, coyly 
wrote that thcr* luik of the caictkfi^w 
nor beirjf^ wdy, yet he knows and 1 
knov/ that no ej^rbition Is ever cancelled 
beC4iuse Ibcrc is no catalogue for it 
t'lkes bui an hour to type out a list of 
the works on view and io prove the 
truth of this one has but to walk to the 
Waddington Gallery where the slight 
and charming playfully erotic line 
drawings of Robert Hilton arc on public 
display without benefit of catalogue, 

1 spent a few acrimonious minutes on 
the steps of the Fraser endeavouring to 
view the Bellmer drawings that it wits 
whispered bung in purdah in the gallery 
basement and, failing that, to get a 
siatemcnl from the fimn /« charge, but 
the door of the gulicry remained closed 
with Ihe statement that the exhibition 
that never was was. now over and a flat 
statement that the catalogues had not 
yet come from the printers. Yet this 
was to be an exhibition of the drawings 
of Bellmer who, to quote the fawn-like 
Roberl Melville once again, is the most 
dediertitd trrottem of our time and, 
though three large tinted photographs of 
Ballmer's dolls stood against the gallery 
wall during the riin of this alleged exhibi¬ 
tion, ihey merely served as a bnckground 
to a number of visual works by other 
nriisis that appeared to have been 
hastily assembled io fill Hour space while 
Bellmer'* drawings died the death in the 
gallery basement, 

A printer refuseii to print a calalogue 
and the work of an csmblishcd and 


accepted German artist is refused a 
public showing, for the vandals who 
attempted to tear down the flowering 
Ooldtn Convolvulus have jiuccccded in 
F.ondon where they failed in Blackburn, 
and an artist who was persecuted by the 
Hiller regime as an associate of the 
de^enenue art groups still is denied a 
public audience. It was in 1934 that 
Bellmer made the international scene 
when he submiued a number of photo¬ 
graphs of his life-size dofis to the 
surrealist magazine Minotaure. These 
trivial lewd toys with their disjointed 
limbs, Lolita breasts and virg;inal ribbons 
and lace caught the eye and the fancy 
of Eke fashionable coterie swilling around 
the current art craze, for Bellmer pro¬ 
vided them with Itfe-sizc fetishes to 
haul around to the amusement of the 
populace and the scandal of the Phili¬ 
stines, It was gay, cheerful and simple 
minded, a comedy if the world took 
them seriously, a tragedy if they look 
themselves seriously. In 1936 Bellmer 
left Germany for Paris never to return 
and in 1941 he buried his German pass¬ 
port in a sewer and threw in his lot with 
the French maquis. 

If Bellmer is to be remembered, let it 
not be for those infantile dolls that adult 
men played with in those hysterical 
thirties, but let us remember the German 
citizen who chose to take up his stand 
not on Ihc beaches of California, but 
alongside his French friends in the bitter 
lields of France when, for good or ill, 
he put to the test the ancient question 
of f7iy cotititry or rny friend. And ytt 
the clownish thugs of the Third Reich 


can still claim a small victory for the 
work of Hans Bellmer are still denied 
a public showing. This magnificent 
draftsman who illustrated the deduxe 
edition of De Sadc and who gave fresh 
erotic Interpretations of Lhe human body 
must still wait for a public free to accept 
or reject his work: meanwhile the Law 
and the fear of the Law is still the ulli- 
mate criterion Io/ wh/tJ we xhaB see or 
say, read or write and, be you mlUionaire 
or pauper, the Law, tike the amoral lice, 
is completely indifferent as to who he 
feeds off and contaminates. 

Arthur Movst. 
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ANARCHISTS 

r ^o ANARCHIST COMRADES, lun 
R. MUchelL Elizabeth Smith along 
nith two others aged 16 and 15 whose 
names we do not know, were arrested 
on January' 7, and charged wih breaking 
into the Ovil Defence Centre at Schoob 
bill. Fortiethen, Scotland. 

Their trial took place on Wednesday, 
January 19, when we had already gone 
to press, and al! we can prim at the 
moment is the verdict (See Stop Press 
on front page,> 

We agree, however, with our corre- 
spontfcni from Aberdeen that this ii an 
important matter. The fact that these 
peopk tnoke into a shelier U probahly 
iinimportaDl. What is important is thdr 
reason for doing so. It also ought to 
be discussed, not by just the small 
anarchist movement by the whole 
country, what the government's plans 
for a nuclear war are- 
Snch niatiers that seem to be only 
the prerogative of CivU Defence to know* 
as 'the sales in every major city selected 
for a mass grave’- and the instmetions 
given to every Civil Defence officer on 
'how to ered everything from a road 
block to a concentration camp’; also 
why certain manuals issued within Civil 
Defence are stamped to be shown 
to tower ranks’—are these and many 
other secrets to be kept from the public? 

For these young people to have taken 
upon themselves the task of prising these 
secrets oat of the files of the authorities 
is- in our cjpinkm, an act of humanity 
and oompasi^ort for thdr fellow human 
bdngs. In an editorial on a different 
occasion (w*hcn Sltiart Christie was 


ON TRIAL 

arrested in his single-handed attempt to 
influence the course of events in Spain) 
this journal asked for 'No More Martyrs’, 
as single acts of heroism tend to frighten 
the timid. 

On this occasion it is our opinion that 
our oortirades acted rigJiLly and the 
government is wrong. On previous occa¬ 
sions young iKople of iheir ilk have 
broken into Civil Defence properties to 
try to find out more facts about dvil 
defence jo ihm they couki tell the putlk. 

There are many shelters, small and 
large, throughout the country but Ihey 
are not for the protection of the dvitian 
population, 

WjH] Civil Defence tell us about fire- 
Mortn? People have been thrown out of 
CD for asking similar questions. These 
four comrades were brave enough to 
try to find out the horrifj'ing Truth 
about the State’s plans in the event of 
nuclear war. This is, of course, naive— 
there can be few people in This country 
now who do not know what nuclear 
attack would mean—but it is exactly this 
spirit of youth, this belief in life and 
the desire for survival that may yet save 
us from the holocaust of nuclear war 

Let this paper put itself alongside our 
Aberdeen cororades, if they are pro%- 
culcd let us be prosecuted, but we do 
not want a single Civil Defence establish- 
mcni In this country la hold secrets from 
the population. 

The EDfTOfts. 

Help with legaJ fees and fines should 
be sent to Forbes Browne. 20 Mount 
Street. Aberdeen, 

Editors, Freedom. 


Peace Eye Poet 

Ed Sanders; Poem From JaiL 27 pp, logies on ‘Banana’, 'Maiilyn' and 'Cod', 


City ligiiCs Books, Sao Fnndsco^ 1M3, 
3s. from Mandarin Books Ltd,, 22 Nol- 
Ihtg HiQ Gate, Loudoi]. Wji, Feaea 
Eye: Poems. 54 pp. Frontier Press^ 
Buffalo. N,y« 1965. 12s. fid. from Ferry 
Press, 177 Gre«i I^e^ London^ S.E,9. 
COME TIME in 1963. Ed Sanders. 
^ 25-year-old Kansas-born poet in 
New' York, 'pesce-stoitipor & buildeT of 
Goof Oty’, man and lover of Miriam, 
Lather of 2 children, wrote me to ask 
iC I could provide \ , an undereover 

suocato analysis of what’s happening in 
Europe—the revolutionary, guerrilla 
iovc-farc, sedition, dope, literary scene 
—a blow by blow job TOTAL EXPO¬ 
SURE article, , , . See, in FY exists an 
outlet for the REAL STORY—the story 
that oould r^ever occur in any of the 
usual artsy-fart^ journals, mags, & 
in-group pukc-outs. Ubel, slander do 
not exist! Onward 1 * 

Well. Ed, I never did w-rite that piece 
for your gi>od journal fuck You. A 
Mafiazine of the Arts: I suppose it was 
laziness, the old 'loniorrow-is-another- 
day’ that kept me from it—also, perhaps, 
the feeling that 1 did not really know 
enough about the European equivalents 
of the 'scene' you have been presenting 
in FY. Then, always-. The difficulty con- 
lained in that word 'equivaicnf: f don'i 
ihmk the most significani and aciivc 
‘revoluttonary guerrilla love-farc', our 
side of the ocean, is a- cloiiely connected 
to the 'dope scene’, etc., nor is it as sdf- 
consciously undcrworldly, perhaps, as 
where you are. Which is not to say 
that 1 am not aware of your, and 
your friends’, good wort in and around 
your Peace Eye Bookstore, and m 
LcMar, in the general propiijEanda for 
'let's rrutke Jove, not war’ 

StJ. last Saturday a FkFi^fxjM editor 
phones, 10 tell me they are making war 
on you again ihc New York police, 
finally unable to contain their burning 
inierciAt and cansuming desire for 
modem liicntEurc. entered ycnir book- 
?ihop aficr dosing umc. astensibly lu 
investtgate 'the possibility of a burglury'. 
and proceeded to remove large quantilics 
of FY pubUcation^^—all thow fmc aniho- 


with work from Charles Olson, Robert 
Creeley, Allen Ginsberg. LeRoi Joi^es, 
Gary Snyder—why go on? It begins to 
sound like a total listing of the important 
rruikers. of conicmporary American 
litcrachoor. .. So. when you yourself 
turned up to see what was going on, 
at 5 o'clock in the morning, on the 
second day of the year, they airesled 
you, to charge you with the possession 
of obscene publications. Now you Ye 
out 'tm ii 500 bail, and today, as T am 
writing this, your case comes up in 
court. 

All of which goes to show that though 
the scenes may differ in certain aspects, 
the pressures, against anyone producing 
and propagating things of the living body- 
mind, are much the same, there as here. 
Some rix weeks ago I was in the north 
of England, enjoying the surrealist ex¬ 
perience of being a 'literary expert’, for 
the defence of Dave Cunliffe and Tina 
Morris who had published an anthology 
of eroticism. The Golden Convolvulus., 
and were charged with publishing an 
obscene book and sending an indecent 
article through the mail. Well. Dave, 
Tina and us experts (inter alia. George 
Melly, Gael TumbuM, Dom Sylvester 
Houedard. OSB. the Guerrilla Monk) 
won a kind of Pyrrhic victory: the 
Cojivolvuhix. the jury found, was not 
obscene, but it was indecent, that is, it 
might ‘Hhock’ people, and so its publishers 
had to pay a fine plus court costs, an 
cnonnous sum by their, or any non- 
profiteeris, standards. So, I wish you 
better luck, Ed, in the land of Yhe pur¬ 
suit of happiness', . . . Which is. 1 would 
siiy, your programme. 

In your Jirsil book, the Poetn from Juii, 
this Climes through to me in lines like 
To love in haste, / as a hceik / enlering 
bark’, and the beautiful 'Section V, 
where you return to the source, to one 
of the great .sources anyone has in this 
Jjfe: 'and the body / behind brta.st / 
iocking, / and the voice / behind breavt / 
'irnging, i and the warmth / there / 
beyond beJieL / . light / cascading / 
among ^adow^, / breasts laid softly, / 
touching / ';hcck and eye, / eye never 


MAKE SURE OF YOUR ANARCHIST JOURNALS BY SUBSCRIBING 1 

Freedom weekly Anarchy monthly 


Price 4d. Every SMlurday excepi Ihe firtH 
ta each mujjlh, ffii jjwoes per yearj 
BY POST; 

I year MU baucn) 22^ fid, (VJi, |3i 
fi months (2U Ls^vuesl Ui. fid. fSI,5Ui 
3 mojiihs t Ift bsuexj fift- t7fii'ri 

SPEOaL rah: FTm 2 CT>PJES: 

I year (40 iwiMn) m {VS. S4.50) 
fi mofltlni (ZA iomcil 15 ii. fSl.lS) 

BY AIR MAIL: 


Price Zif. (2m, 3d, or :«t% by pma) 
Appeurs fintt Suturday of eHdi fWHiih. 

N V POST: 

1 year (U hsuesi 2fiii, (I .5. $3,60) 

BY AIR MAIL: I ycur 47i, ($7i 

JOINT SUB. I HEEIKIM/ANARaiY: 

1 year 42 n, tSfi), fi moidlis 22ii, ($3} 

J moitths I In. fid, (SJ.501 

2 rOPliCS OF EACH: 


year (41 hwm) 4fi, fUii. S7J 


I ye»r fi3h. 6 inoiilbN 3Je. fid. ($4,5#} 


I'AEEDOM by AIR MAIL, ANARCHY by SHRFAIT; J year fiSx, (fi.40) 


CbeqMi, F^O/i «iid Muhty Orden ttiould 
be mle mmt to FREEDOM PRESS, 
GToeted A/e Poyoe emd rndAremoA lo (be 



Freedom Prase 

ITa MAXWELL ROA», 

LWVDON, B.W,«PImk: KKNmmi 3TM 


OUT OF THIS W BB LO 

‘Revolution Gets Down to its Nuts & Bolts’ 


•Daily Worker (on Cuba) 


Tw t^^iLV woRKtii, of a tizzy about 
its forthcoming ebaffj^ name* has a 
remarkable four-part ^«t^ 1 for children 
written, it K allege^*' ^ ninc-ycor-old 
Barnaby Boatman London, N.W.l, 

colled *Boy in fn It a *boy, 

of &imahyY age. in Vietnam 

today' recount-'! his iitivcniurea when the 
Americans come, his father gefi shot at 
when rushing down to hetp villagers 
beating off Americar*, Says the hoy 
*l was so enraged that the next American 
soldier f saw\ I Rung a knife at him. 
It struck him in the <=hest and he fell 
to the ground in pa la.' Master Boatman 
does not say whether the American was 
dead or not but later he pecalb how he 
once shot down a plane with his gun 
and later his sister alarms to have shot 
down a plane tvith a rifle and captured 
the American pilot who says 'he was 
ashamed of himself he would never 
listen to people who told him to fight 
without seeing for himself what it was 
all about and deciding for himself 
whether It was the right thing to do or 
not.’ Bamaby’s hero thinks 'how 
wonderful it would be if all the Ameri¬ 
can soldiers thought the same way as 
our prisoner.’ ThursdftyY Dotly Worker 
states that fzvestio described Andrei 
Sinyavsky (Abram Tertz) and Yuli 
Daniel (Nikolai Ar/hiik) as "renegades 
serving the wildest and most unbridled 
foes of Communism', ft said their works 
were 'shots in the hack of a people 
fighting for world peace and happiness. 
Such acts cannot be regarded otherwise 
than as hostile lo ouri' country’. Further 
extracts from irvrstm in the Daily 



to forget / never, / though the memory / 
be lattered / and the ilind / be shredded’. 
The epigraph lelL'i us that you wrote ihe 
pqcm in Moutville Jail, LneasvUle 
(o shades ofl), ( odteecticut—during a 
stretch occasioned your attempt to 
board a Polaris :TLjbmirinc. . - , And in 
it, you speak out niiainst ‘the cowardly / 
& those in charge p of money. / the 
economists / & the profiteers. / & the 
hidden j men in the nuiltary, / & all 
those who f profit liy Death". Still. I 
find that the comes through 

strongest in the musijof tfiat return, to 
the 'light / cascading’ In the first shadows 
of infancy. True, the medium is the 
message’: but whcnj|ie cnedium comes 
too close to T/i^/rmcdia? But the 
important difference between your poem 
and |so many other nnti-bomb poems* 
is ymir awareness of that enormous diffi¬ 
culty—as manifested in the Doomsday 
Machine passage, dealing with the battle 
of your mind against the organized 
Moloch, your marching and speaking 
and shouting against it, your trying to 
work *Lhe magic / to create an / implo¬ 
sion / of Love / to ^balance th' / explo¬ 
sion / of Hate’—and then, ending: 'But 
ail I made / Was a mild / Aphrodisiac / 
& set loose / some ^platonic vapors'. 

Peace Eye. your big book, continues 
those labours: to speak of love in q 
time and place where ‘C45p(ilation-Pro¬ 
ducts slide along groove charinels', 
where the ‘soft man’ walks, that common 
mutant. Fantasies, freaks, allegories: 
gags, too, the Keystone Cops versus the 
Gobble Gang: and the incantations of 
Cemetery HiH. three long poem.s in which 
that nervy, slangy, ryei curiously and 
effectively synthetic language acquires 
weight, almost staieUfieiisi, imd where the 
charge of the poem knds dignity to the 
reader, uses him, or her, with true love 
and care. 

So. poet, greetings lo you, from these 
riar-fiung shores': there’s a lot more I 
could say, if I went an pretendiTig to be 
the literary ex|»ri, like your obvious 
and fruhful disdpleship to that old man 
on the mountain who first attacked ‘the 
enormous / organizeti cowardice': anti 
to the other, Ihc Gluucesierman, how 
you heed his exhortation to 'keep it 
moving'; and your sense of Egypt, where 
Ihey also but!I pyramids: but, enough, 
all I warned to say I have said, lo wbh 
you luck, and lo tell those who read 
[his 10 go on and more, in your 
hooks. 

JAnsi I M llouxj 

iVr re ere t Hr had a* oofit n poem oad 
hOftif f^iuiluthfiis for lO* of vprtrr.—Fr/i 


Tekf^raph described the writers m 
■renegades’. Tt said they were guilty of 
*doubJe-defliling, shamelessness, moiml 
degradation, filthy things' and were 'noi 
simple moral perverts, but active helpers 
of those who would like to turn the 
cold war into a hot one*. On their 'dis¬ 
respectful views of Lenin’, Izvesria says 
'Into what bottomless bog of filth must 
a so-called writer sink to blacken with 
his hooligan pen the name which is 
holy for us,' , . . 

The TEi^tiRAPH lEPORTS that Communists 
arc helping Richard Gotl at Hull but 
the Worker has so far failed to give 
Richard Gott any publicity. Michael 
Foot in Tribune, continuing bis 'Strategy 
for the Left', speaks of the Labour 
Party’s distinctive asset massive sense 
of solidarity’, ‘No one,' Foot writes, 
'who underrates that bond will get a 
bearing In the Labour Party, and why 
should he?' Michael Foot concludes 
his article with 'Every Socialist has the 
right to criticize the design and per¬ 
formance of the Labour automobite—so 
long as he also helps to put some petrol 
in the tank’—Not a word about the 
direction of the journey I . . , 

Accofiding lo A u.suat]y unreliable source 
{C^/&uTf Labor; 'Informative bulletin' of 
American sponsored F.o.r.d.c.). 92-year- 
old Anselmo Hernandez, said to be the 
Cuban fishenoan who inspired Heming- 


Dcar Editors, 

Jack Robinson has quoted my case 
very fairly and at length so I shall take 
up only his ptirticular points, 

(!) I have broken with party politics, 
so has the Committee of 100 and. on 
their showing m Hull so far, so has 
RADICAL ALLIANCE. The proof is 
in the l.abour Party's fury. Left, Right 
and Centre* with Richard Gotl, 

(2) The contest in Hull is not just 
symbolic because there is nothing sym¬ 
bolic about the war in Vietnam and that 
is what the independent candidature is 
about. People are given a real option 
in the sense (admitted by Jack Robinson) 
that the result could be a Labour defeat 
with serious implications for Wdson- 

(3) Is RADICAL ALUANCE an¬ 
other political party? My answer is that 
at this stage T. for one, just don’t know. 
The thing has only been going for a 
few weeks. Ail its named supporterii arc 
past or present members of CND and 
the Committee of 100 and I think—to 
borrow a phrase—they are doing a grand 
job! Well sec how it goes. What con* 
cents me at the moment is not R.ADf- 
CAL ALLIANCE per se but RADICAL 
ALLI,ANCE in Hull in January 1966, 
On present showing Richard Gott is 
doing extremely well. 

(4) About the impetus for Hull com¬ 
ing from N.W.6. This is fair comment. 
It ought to have come from Hull but 
didn’t. But if the Hull deciion is of 
national consequence it is of legitimate 
interest to people outside. The question 
then resolves itself into this one 'Would 


To the Editors of Freedom, 

Re: the discussion on voting, Freedom. 

January S. 

The question whether we should or 
should not vote depends on how we 
want to be governed 

If we want to be governed by parlia¬ 
ment, that is if we w-anl parliament to 
do laws for us. to tcl! us what we can 
and what we cannot do, and what fines 
will be iniposed upon us if we disobey, 
then this means voting* and in this case 
we should vote in the best candidates, 
regardless whttt party label they carry. 
If in our opinion Ihe person is good, 
then let’s vote for him, 

If, on the other hand, we do not want 
to be governed by piirliamcnt, then that 
means no voting. 

Personally I rejecl porliamcni. 

I reject it bccavDc 1 do not wish lo l>e 
governed by it or by anybody. 

I am governed by my own reason, by 
my own conscience. And because of this 


way's The Old Mon and the Seci* hat 
quit Cuba as n refugee. In Key Wot 
he has reported to have said, ’rm glad 
t left Cuba . . - that place it a living 
hell . - , not even the fishet can live 
there any more!’ . 

SxNtTY DEPLOWiD that the Vietnam march 
on November 27 lacked numbert. 'Sup¬ 
port from the adult itiembert of the 
Labour Party and other organisationi 
wa.s not so strong as tf might have been* 
and this allowed irresponsible groups lo 
play too large a part at some points in 
the march,’ Peace News^ John Ball 
points out the irresponsibility of this 
remark and further adds that the omission 
of the name of the Committee of !00 
as one of the sponsors is a further 
instance of Sanity's bias. Furthermore, 
although the omission of the anarchrxt 
groups supporting the march is only lo 
be expected* the choice of photographi 
in Sanity has succeeded in etiminail Dg 
practically all evidence of anarchist 
banners which were in attendance. It 
also seems probable that a banner saying 
‘Make Love Not Whr’—a commendable 
sentiment—was cRminalcd from the 
print of the steps of St. PaulV In any 
case a full shot of the steps of St. Paul’s 
which would have clearly shown all the 
banners pre,sent was, although highly 
photogenic* avoided. . . , 


Jon QuTxcrrE, 

M LEnERS 


To expose the System! 


IVe don*t need to Vote! 


there be any interna! response to an 
external impulse?’ The only way to 
answer that was to try it and lee. 
RADICAL ALUANCE tried and saw— 
successfully. ,Atl creative nctivity starts 
from a hunch. 

(5) The National Committee of JOB 
has no official poUcy in Hull portly 
because we have no organioed group in 
Hull—yet. The matter h left lo indi¬ 
viduals and in the Committee of iOO a 
secretary remains an individual, albeit a 
responsibie one. 

(6) In the last General Election both 
ihe Notional Committee and Freedom 
were committed to electoral activity of 
a kind. And in a subsequent by-election 
were we not alt deU|^ted when an 
independent candkbte did such a good 
job against one Gordon Walker? 

(D Whether 'the vote is a surrender 
of the abrliiy lo take direct action* 
depends on how you see and use the 
vote. If the vole is seen as the bc-all 
and end-all of political activity then it 
certainly is surrender. But if it is used 
lo expose the system and those who 
manipulate It then it is attack. And 
Hull is a case in point. 

Thoreau, of course, is right. 1 would 
ask Jack Robinson to re-read the last 
sentence of his own quotation. 'Only 
hh vote can hasten the abolition of 
slavery who asserts his freedom by his 
vote/ Exactly. And this is just what 
Richard Gott h making it possible for 
the people of HuH to do. 

Yours, 

Cambridge PETER C^DOOXN, 


I have no need to vote. 

We anarchisu claim that it is wrong 
to choose rulers^and that means any 
riilcra, regardless whether they call them¬ 
selves RA. INDI^, ILP, L, C* UB, 
COM, or what have you. It ts wrong 
that decisions affecting our lives should 
be taken behind our backs by masters 
whom wc elect 

Wc don’t need masters to tell us what 
is good for us. 

We are quite capable of deciding it 
ourselves. 

In the leaflets we put out during the 
last general elections wc made It clear 
that in our opinion the people should 
govern themselves, tbnl all decisions 
affecting the lives of the people should 
be taken by the people thansclvc.s. 

What we anarchists have failed to do 
is that we did not work out frameworks 
in which the people could arrive at 
tied sions. 

Croydofi PaUL PaWLOWsXI. 


Workers Against the Law 


>rriLch rightly yd antulier 

irkk in the book lo IIvl- iiniilticial 

rniWcuTcrls and tiiroughoiU in- 

duMry. 

J'iicrc wcie uf couT*® tiic few Uiir-hnnh 
who Hiked aboui tb4 Un workiiiii 
ihrougli tlic Liibour Priy even though 
(hey ttjjerily adniilied ifi d it was a dead 
loss. 

It was agreed by me cimfrrem'c to 
support the Lartibclfi ^ riults Council 
Lobby on PaTliornenl ttnd I heir demon- 


si t a lion on lanuary 26 to niarch against 
lltc tncojiit:’* pkiiicy of ihc Mrown-Gunter 
clans. 

Names were taken at ihc end ot the 
meeting to form u prcliiivimiry eommiUec 
foT action and propaganda It would 
however be worth that committee's while 
lo remember whal happened to the 
members of ludasiriut Youth and guard 
agAinsi agents provociucur^ and those 
p;iid to linger militants at iheir place of 
employmeRt, 

The conference agreed to form a com¬ 


mitice on the hasi% of the roUowing 
four points: 

L To eslab]ii«h a London IndiLstriat 
Shop Sttrwurd^’ Defence Cumtnittee that 
will assisi any Steward or Trade Union 
mi Ilian I who find himself victimized in 
any way. 

2. Full supptsrt lo all wcrkfiis engaged 
In strike nction whether offidal or 
‘uivoffickiJ’. 

J. To cartipoign against the Oovern- 
mem’s interference in Trade Union affairs 
and the ihreats O'f legislation. 

4, To nonoinnte Trade Unionists for 
the committee from ihose present at Im 
conference. Sparks, 






















Why Lobby 


Your MP? 


JANUARY 25 PiirnLimcni re- 
a^scmbleii and then future lepi'ilation 
will be nnnmineed* includirig men-'iure^ 
which are ninied sldJies. The full 

detail of Ihk nnli-'itdke tc^i slat ion are 
not known, but finc^ are likdy to be 
made on union? who do not give nolifi- 
ciition ot wage lintms. \vi,tb iidditjonul 
penalttcR for workers who wiihdrav^ their 
liibour or lake any other fom> of action 
while these claJms are being eonddered 
by the Departmeni of Economic AfTaErs, 
or the Prices and Incomes Board. 

Obviouiily if this proposed piece of 
legislulion becomes law, then (t wri!! place 
considerabk rosiriciions on workers. To 
oppose this legislation^ n lobby of Pariia- 
mcni is being organised for January 25, 
In Vast week's issue of ErffiXiM, I called 
this lobby a ‘useless activity*. I sttlJ 
consider it such, but now this campaign 
is going beyond an aclual lobby. In 
Uverpoo], for insumce, not only are 


coach loads of workers coming dow-n 
for the lobby; but a numlwr of building 
sties arc slopping work for the day. 

It is this stoppage of work that is the 
imporlanl thing, and wilt have a far 
giealcr effect than delegations of 
lobbyists from different p^ifts of the 
country The thing about lobbying your 
MP is that you are asking him to do 
something about your grievance, but 
you have no control over what he does, 
and if he docs not carry O'Ul your wishes, 
you have no redress. You cannot get 
together and elect someone else as you 
can in the oJise of nn unstiiisfactory shop 
steward. Supporters of 'dcmtvcracy* and 
the parliamentary system will say that 
you can vote for someone else at the 
neM General Election, but the ptirlia- 
mentary road is one of betrayals and 
well trodden garden paths. 
i-ALSE SENSE OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The reason why the labour movement 


is threatened by ihis legislation is be¬ 
cause it thought that ** could achieve iu 
airtM by prartiamenutT means. *lf only 
we could capture apparaim. 

then we could use it benefit of 

workers’. How these theories 

have been. What will a lobby achieve? 
For one thing, a false sense of achieve¬ 
ment in that one ^cn his MP and 
that is that. It setm^ ^bai the Uimbcib 
Tnides Council origi^^^lV called for the 
lobby and the Sod»l*^^ UiKnir League 
gave its support, but now the latter is 
pushing It for all jdi worth No doubt 
other l-eft-Wing groupings will try to 
make political capital out of it for them¬ 
selves. They are tiniicd m one thing* 
they believe in leadership and control 
from the top. 

It is to be hoped that Ihi? campaign 
again^ii the legisUition will broaden out 
beyond tlie rcstriiHions of the tmditioniil 
means of protest and will extend to n 
esntpaign of strikes* meetings, marches 
and gcncml agiiadon. This campaign 
must be run by the workers themselves, 
through their own shop stewards organi¬ 
sations. The best way to defend methods 
of struggle is to u« them 

This proposed legislation once again 
illustrates the whole illusion that any 
ba.sic change m society can be made 
through parliamentary means. The 
Slate is once again a-SsKting the capitalist 
system and lo do this, U attacks here* 
as in other countries* the w'oricing class 
and its means of gaining dcninnd'^. 
Unless the Labour Government's legi.sln- 
tion plans arc defeated, then still more 
of our freedom will be encroached upon 
by the State. P.T. 


A FORMULA has beeen found for a 
return to work at the R. WoolFs 
rubber factory at Southall. Not a great 
deal has been achieved, but it seems 
that the strikers had no other aitemativc. 
TTicy have been out for over six weeks 
and although the Transport and General 
Workers* Union recognised the strike* 
they have not paid out any strike pay. 

Over the next two weeks, half of the 
strikers will be reinstated* and as pro- 
duction gets under way. the rest will 
return to work. The demand for a 
closed shop and a rise in wages for the 
lowest paid workers have not t5cen 
granted. What really lies at the root 
of this dispute is a struggle of the 
workers to organise themselves* in the 
face of oppojtiiion by a reactionary^ 
maniigcmcnt. This is by no means an 
easy task arid it has meant a great deal 
of sacrifice by these workers, mostly 
Indians, but tlicy have achieved it and 
have managed to stay out for a con¬ 
siderable time* They have been greatly 
assisted by other Indians in the com- 


Woolfs - A Sirungle 


Contact Column 


AFB Annual Conference* Birmingham. 
Coven I ry and Stoke Groups propose 
this be held in Birmingham* week¬ 
end April 2/3, Details following. 
Commen ts? 

Vietnam—Australian Conscription, Ail 
day picket January^ 25 (day before 
Australia Day). Australia House, 
.AJdwych, Attend at lunch-time if 
you can* 

The Secular League* Britain's only 
secular/frcethoughl society, wants 
association with all progressives. 
Aims: Equality for all* international¬ 
ism—united from the bottom—no 
poniifTs or political careerists wel¬ 
come. S.A.F. for principles and 
objects: J. A. Millar* 139 Elm Road* 
Section 4. New Malden, Surrey. 

Accomiriudatitiu. Wanted, libertarian 
working girl to join West London 
(near Marbic Arch) mixed com¬ 
munity in mid-January. Own sordid 
room. Rent £2 10s. including 

electricity and gas. Box 20. 

Tearb In im Inimigrutiim und Integra(iuu, 
January 25 at IJ5 p,m. at Borough 
Roly technic (Mephant & CastkJ. 

Cont^ici^ Needed. Long Beach* Cali¬ 
fornia, USA area. Get in touch 
with Charles Levy, P.O. Box 743, 
Long BcLich, California, USA. 

Accotiiniudutiou, Couple wishing to 
Meg^ilisc' quite soon; must find 
accommodation Nforc doing so for 
selves and 21-year-old daughter as 
soon as posashle Cheap rent 
pirhaps in return for some work in 
house, garden, etc* Tcjw'n or couiiiry; 
aqy thing* anyw’hcre considered. 
Please contact Stella A. Fauscr. 242 
.Amesbury Avenue, London, S,W.2. 

New Foster 

War Want 

Waste Why? 

Politics^ 

3i<J. each plus postage. Orders to 
Bill Sticker* c/o 17a Maxwell Road* 
London. S,W.6 

New Zealan# Fedenlion of AmiryJiLsls. 
First AruiLtal Congres.s* December 
26 to January 6. Enquiries Box 
5455, Auckland CL-NZ. 


munity, who have given credit and not 

collected rents- 

FICKET LINFJi CROSSED 

If Woolf's had been able to get enough 
workers to take the places of the strikers, 
then* no doubt, the strike would still be 
on. They did manage lo gel 14(1 men 
lo cross the picket lines, these being 
mostly Pakista.nis. As in most strikes* 
the crossing of a picket line leads, quite 
understandably* lo anger on the part of 
the strikers and a certain amount of 
violence often ensues. In this case* the 
whole thing has been blowm up into a 
racial situalion by the newspapers. Pre¬ 
judice between Indians and Pakistanis 
might be involved, but I believe it is 
mostly a case of the strikers expressing 
their anger about the 'scabs"* for that 
is what they are. If the Pakistanis* or 
for that matter* any other nationaJity* 
crossed the picket line at W'oolTs* then 
they are 'scabs'. 

At the last General Election, the 
British NationaUsi Party's candidate. 
John Bean, got 3,410 votes. This shows 
the considerable influence the racialists 
have in the area and they have used 
this strike in further abusive attacks on 
immigrants. The Indians, with their 
Indian Workers' Association, have gone 
to great trouble to try to combat these 
racial attacks. It seems that this organi¬ 
sation has done its best to make the 
IndLans more British than the British 
themselves. As Peace Ntws writes on its 
front page last week: ‘Before the Strike* 
the Indians* under the guidance of the 
Indian Workers’ Assodation* left little 
room for criticism. Their homes and 
families are dean and tidy. Most of 
them have made positive efforts to follow 
Briush customs. Now, the racialists can 
charge the Indians with the insults that 
have been ihrown at strikers for ycars“ 
*1azy”. “troublemakers"’, “greedy", etc. 


Workers 
Against the Law 


' you wkk to makv emuna let m kaow. 


AT THF VERY well allcnded meeiing 
of industrial miliiams at ihc ENV 
sicwitrds meeting on Sunday last, Iherc 
appeared a new organjsalian dedicated 
Ui [he sircuglhcning of ihc rimk and file 
movements and lo fighting the l.ahoiir 
Gtncmnieni's incomes policy. 

The fe-sponse was very gtnsd. coming 
rihi. they did from all spheres of the poh- 
hcal world, ihcrc seemed lo be a realf- 
satiim at la3»l amongst ihc rank and file 
thai ihe only way to unite j,s on a non- 
pohiicnt basis. Tliiv means lhal they 
have, fur it lime al least* decided not lo 
break un organisation up on theoretical 
issue,s before it starts {o marked improve¬ 
ment in utiiiude). 

Speaker atier speaker cmphasi.sed the 
need for sirong rank and file org:ini?ii- 
lion and expressed dclcrminatiun to 
destroy the so-called incomes policy 
which as it w!i^ poinlcd oui is si piece of 
capita lilt con-minship. TTie eudeavours 
of the labour Party to kga!i?i< the posi- 
lion of the trade unions in regard to 
Continued on pag# 3 
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PIB - Builly 


of MURDER! 


This of course has charged the dispute 
with a great deal of lensicin The strike 
has become another “test case'* for the 
coloured worker in BiKain,’ 

First of all, 1 think Indian and 
British people are just as clean or dirty 
as one another. Fair enough, it is more 
comfortabk to be dean, hut why should 
the IWA badger Ihe Indian.s to be dean 
and tidy just for some image* and surely* 
one of the ways thru Indians can contri¬ 
bute to the conununit^ is by following 
their own cuslnms and not by following 
thi>sc of the Brttisb 

tfst r\sw*^ - 

If you think of the Woolf strike as 
a 'tcsl case' for the coloured worker in 
Britain, you are laying that he must he 
on his host behaviour or these racialists 
w'lH seize on this and CAploit it. One 
can say that violencse between Indians 
and Pakistanis aro.xe because the monage- 
nieni engaged the latter to replace the 
strikers, but this same sort of trouble 
would have occurred whatever the colour 
or naiionality of Ihe 'scabs'. 

This trike was basically concerned 
with workers demanding their rights and 
fighting against the victimisation of one 
of their work-mates. The strikers at 
Woolf's, k\ common with many union- 
organised factories in tins country, have 
shown that they are not jusi going to 
take what is dished out to them by the 
management. Peace News says that Ihc 
‘strike should be very much the concern 
of the Transport and Genera! Workers' 
Union, as it should be of cverj^ working- 
class man in Britain today’. But the 
point Is that the T GWU shows no 
more 'concern' in any other strike and 
arc just as reluctant to recognise any 
of Ihcm. Surely Pence News knows this 
by now* so why should they expect 
anything else from the union. 

I agree lhal British workers should 
show more concern. If they had. then 
the management would have agreed to 
the demands of the strikers. As it was, 
they were more or less Isolated, Soll- 
darily is not just a thing you have at, say, 
factory kvd. 11 is something that must 
be extended outside lo Olher workers 
ai other faciorte^ in the area. If they 
had gol this support, then, they would 
have won Iheir i^mands. 

Any donation to their Strike Fund 
would be very welconic and should be 
forwarded to:—Mr N. S Hundet* Woolf 
nispirEe Fund, c/o T Sc CiWLJ, 219 The 
Broadway* Southall, Middx. 


J|A1LWAYMEN MAY BE the 
first section of workers to be 
.seriously challenged by the Govern* 
ment. As was forecast in Iasi week’s 
Freedom* the Prices and Incomes 
Board gave little or nothing to the 
railway men. In fact the basis of 
their wages ncgolraiions has been 
thrown oul. PIB reviewed railway 
pay negotiations between I95S and 
1965 and proceeded to tear apart 
the Committee anti Enquiry which 
!iai under Guilicbaud. The Board 
objects to the continued use of the 
Guilicbaud formula. The unions* 
its says, ‘have had to rely solely on 
keeping up to date the comparisom 
between the lowest railway aduU 
scale and outside labourers rates, 
because these were the only ones 
that were unidentified’. The Board 
in fact tries to prove that railway- 
men’s earnings have inco^sed more 
than in all other intTusCrrcs cx^udihg 
agriculture. The Board trots oui 
the usual line that increased wages 
must be geared to Increa.sed produc- 
ttviiy* by that they mean e.xtended 
single manning of locomotives* a 
wider range of duties for guards, 
and the abolition of demarcation 
lines between station and parcel 
porters. They also suggest that at 
one main line London station a 
third of the stall could be cut 
without losing efficiency. It also 
w'anis substantial progress in im¬ 
plementing Dr, Beeching’s closure 
proposals. 

And now comes the real plum 
of the Board’s report It states that 
there arc other claimants to the 
benefits of higher product] viiy. 
'First, there is the tax payer, who 
has in effect been subsidising railway 
w^ages. Secondly* there is the 
customer. Passenger fares have in¬ 
creased by more than 25" in the 
last five years.’ Surely* this ’heavenly 
body’ hasn’t the temerity to suggest 
that if it wasn’t for railway men’s 
wage increases fares wouldn’t have 
risen. 

There were two major proposals 
in the Report; one* every year 
the Government should publish 
‘Rcaliiitic Target' for the reduction 
of the railw'ays* operating deficit, li 
is pretty obvious how they hope this 
deficit will be reduced; (a) by vir¬ 
tually freezing rail way men's wages; 
fb) rationalization of staffing; fcl by 
running less bleeding trains fa la 
Beeching)—no mention of stopping 
compensation to the starving share¬ 


holders who have been drawing 
blood since naiionaiisation and that 
include.s our trade unions of so- 
called principle, 'Fhe second major 
proposal was thai the Railwiiy,s 
Board should ‘ad commercially’* 
leaving ihe responsibility for main* 
taining uneconomic aclivitics on the 
Ministry of Transport 1969 will 
sec trains as frequent as mayflies 
and as expensive as a jei passage 
to Bermuda, with railway workers 
.still earning pcanuis. 

Sidney Green* General Secretary 
of the NUR, was choked and no one 
can classify him as a left-wing rebel. 
The NUR executive nice is on JanU' 
ary 18 or 19 lo consider the Report. 

A call for strike action is expected 
to be made, Mr, Green stated ihat 
it took Guilicbaud 18 months to 
devise Ihe system and ihc PIB three 
months to destroy it. Much more 
aitcniion had been paid to the 
management’s evidence ihaii to the 
union’s. He stated at a press con¬ 
ference. Tf wage rales are going to 
be held down by resi day working 
and overtime let us slop doing it'. 
To my mind that’s fair enough; if 
the management claim, and prove, 
that you arc cutting your own ihroat* 
then’s the time to stop. 

Obviously* railwaymen are going 

10 have a batile on iheir hands and 
this lime they cannot afford to 
play Footsy or go off ai half cock. 
They have goi to play to win and 

11 will be easier in conjunction with 

Ihe rest of public transport. Never 
before has it been so screamingly 
obvious that railway men. tube men. 
and busmen should act toji*eihet\ 
The laiier are being cm to ribbons 
by the London Transpori Board 
and backed by the Government. 
The iradc union leaders are not 
going to suggest or welcome ihLs* 
so it is up to the rank and file to 
set up a joinr committee. 

And 1 believe ihai one of its first 
jobs should be to present its case 
to the public* ihe poor bastards who 
wait 40 minutes for a bus* arrive 
40 minutes laie by train* to find that 
their conneciion ha,s been cut out. 
We all know that public transport 
and the passengers get 'ai it\ this is 
underslandabie* but let’s get at the 
grass roots of the trouble. Public 
transport should be a social service 
run by the workers themselves W'ho 
ccriainly do not need any fCl bod 
iG tell them how to run the job. 

Bill Christopher. 


OUR SOUL IS NOT FOR SALE 


I 


T NOW appears rather cloubtful 
- ihai the wurkers Fairfield are pre¬ 
pared to exchange their souls for a job 
in Ihe shipyard. The Boilermakers 
Society are ccrtaillly prepared lo 
invcil money in in the Fairfield con- 
sorlium. U \s lepjrlt'd tha! ui one «tage 
the NUGmW and 
pined to invest but 

^cond thoughts Sir William Car run 
of Ihe AEU is rather about ihe 

auiiudc of the other unions but it is 
believed ihui he won'' MP 


Kcgarding ihe big play about tearing 
up rule books, Danny McGarvey* presi- 
dem of the Boilermakers* said there wa^ 
no question of Ihc Boilermakers tearing 
up the rule books or letting anyone else 
dicuile working rules. Bi,it they wore 
willing to talk about mterchanceability 
providing this meant higher earnings. As 
was lo be expected, Ihc workers arc 
suffering adverse crilidsm on iheir atti- 
ludc to this projeci but the scurvy trick 
by the shipowners has sHppcd by 
unnoficed, A contract was placed with 


Fairfield to build a 63*000-ton bulk 
carrier for the P & O Group in November 
1964* at the same time P & O placed 
orders for three simiLar ships with 
Japane^ yards. The cumract became 
invalid when Fairfields wcni into the 
hands of the Receiver. By mutual con¬ 
sent ii has not been re-riegotiaicd 
Obviously* this patriotic iripe is for 
workers only, it keeps their mind off 
wages and conditions* 


Bill 






















